Nature protection in Latvia – nature conservancy areas
Excursion No 2
Annotation

Teiči Nature Reserve 

Teiči is one of the largest near-natural sphagnum bogs in the Baltic’s located in Jersika plain in the East Latvian lowlands.

The main value of the nature in Teiči Nature Reserve is a near-natural complex of wet habitats. The reserve comprises 19 657 ha, 14 000 of which are covered by the Teiči bog. Thanks to the size, naturalness and inaccessibility of the territory, the reserve supports common as well as rare and protected species of living organisms.

The Teiči bog is surrounded by wet forests, which protect it from pollution and increased water discharge as well as provide habitats for numerous animal species. The bog has several mineral soil peninsulas and islands covered by both meadows and dry forests.

The reserve includes 18 lakes, which cover in total 450 ha. The bog has numerous pools and depressions. During thousands of years, a layer of peat up to 9 m thick has accumulated in the bog. This layer together with its waters maintains special hydrological conditions and microclimate in the surrounding area.
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